Leszek Szafrariski

Title of the doctoral dissertation: Management of electronic documents in institutional
academic repositories

Keywords: institutional academic repositories, document management models, information
processes, information management, digital resources

Summary
The subject of the dissertation are solutions applied in the field of the management of

electronic documents collected, stored and made available in institutional academic repositories and
their connections with the functioning of university libraries. The research and considerations have
been carried out from the perspective of information and library science but also taking into account
selected achievements of other related disciplines.

The main objective of the research was to identify models of electronic document
management in Polish institutional academic repositories in relation to basic information processes
(collecting, cataloguing and indexing, processing, storage, sharing) and recognition of the basic
directions of changes in the functioning of the academic library in the contemporary digital and
network information environment of science and higher education.

The empirical research was carried out using qualitative research methodology. The author
employed so called “multi-case study method”. Two complementary techniques were used for data
collection: semi-structured interviews and the analysis of existing documents. The method of critical
literature review was used to recognize the state of research.

As a result of the conducted research, several models of document management were
identified within particular information processes, which combines a relatively high spontaneity of
activities related to rather limited planning, reliance on the commitment and motivation of its own
employees and a small scope of control (except verification of metadata and the resources
themselves). It was also found that the implemented models facilitate the transformation of university
libraries’ relations with their surroundings, developing direct participation of their users in selected
library processes (co-participation), forcing wider cooperation within their parent universities, striving
for interoperability in the global digital environment (cooperativeness) and favouring offering
(expanding) new services primarily in the area of solving problems related to copyright, processing

digital files, training in the ability to construct bibliographic descriptions or publishing activities.
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